ANALYSIS 


OF 

ARTICLES  CONTAINED  IN  THE  FIRST  VOLUME, 


Emending  from  January  to  June,  1819- 


NUMBER  FOR  JANUARY. 

Art,  I.  Birkbeck’s  Letters  from  Illinois.  P.  1 — 20. 

Policy  of  British  Le^rislature  in  act  for  regulating  emigration — va¬ 
rious  causes  of  emigration — our  emigrant  population  have  long 
turned  to  North  America,  and  been  tempted  to  the  United  States — 
purpose  of  these  letters — some  account  of  Mr.  Birkbeck — his  con¬ 
fidence  greater  than  hia  experience — is  anxious  to  vindicate  his 
own  conduct,  and  to  induce  followers — whimsical  consolation  for 
the  want  of  good  roads — contrasts  his  situation  in  America  with 
that  he  had  in  England— his  reasons  for  preferring  the  Illinois — 
affects  to  abhor  slavery,  while  he  adopts  a  country  where  it  ex¬ 
ists — makes  a  temporary  cabin — process  of  chunking  and  mudding — 
has  few  neighbours — his  letters  not  allowed  both  to  vindicate  and 
advise — his  fortitude  not  thoroughly  tried — his  opinions  and  cal¬ 
culations  somewhat  hasty — the  letters  cannot  show  whether  his 
hopes  v  ere  realized — contradictory  statements  respecting  price  of 
lalraur — his  remarks  satisfactory  as  to  prices  of  provisions — the 
letters  become  more  political  and  less  informing — Mr.  Birkbeck  a 
malcontent— wretched  administration  of  law  in  Illinois  accounts 
for  the  disorders  which  prevail — squatting,  a  violent  invasion  of 
property,  very  common — Mr.  Birkbeck  erroneous  as  to  taxation — 
protection  afforded  by  the  United  States  weak  and  uncertain — 
emigrants  from  Scotland  noted  for  patriotism,  yet  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful  in  their  enterprises — Mr.  Birkbeck  no  way  attached  to  his 
native  country — emigration  of  such  a  man  excites  little  sympathy — 
his  abuse  of  the  establishments  and  government  of  Britain — state 
of  religion  in  Mr.  Birkbeck’s  colony  appreciated — his  character 
unfolded  in  the  detection  of  his  fallacies — our  own  colonies  are  to 
be  preferred  by  emigrants,  but  it  is  not  desirable  that  the  discon¬ 
tented  should  visit  them — concluding  estimate  of  the  credit  due  to 
Mr.  Birkbeck's  experience. 

Art.  II.  Evans’s  Collection  of  Statutes.  P.  20—27* 

General  importance  of  such  a  work — bulk  of  statute  law  an  occasion 
of  many  complaints — reformation  of  Statute  Book  agitated  in  par- 
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liament — Lord  Stanhope's  project  nullified  by  Mr.  Homer’s  argu¬ 
ments — Mr.  Evans’s  work  not  an  abridgment — arrangement  of  the 
statutes  the  most  difficult  part— titles  of  the  acts  often  quite  absurd 
and  irrelevant — Mr.  Evans’s  division  of  the  statutes  quoted— Lord 
Stanhope’s  fanciful  arrangment — all  the  indexes  to  the  statutes, 
excepting  RufThead’s,  confused  and  nearly  useless — Lord  Karnes’s 
Abridgment  of  Statutes  of  Scotland  the  best  of  the  kind— good 
judgment  of  Mr.  Evans  in  printing  the  text,  but  many  errors  have 
escaped — Mr.  Evans  reprehended  for  inserting  treatises  foreign 
froai  the  work — deserves  well  of  his  country — hasty  and  frequent 
exercise  of  legislative  authority  condemned— Mr.  Evans  not  judi¬ 
cious  in  his  advice  to  parliament. 

Art.  hi.  Vaccination  and  Sjuall-Pox  considered.  P.  27—40. 
luoculation  early  in  the  East — progress  of  small-pox  in  Europe  de¬ 
tailed — first  notions  of  inoculation  erroneous- progress  of  inocula¬ 
tion  from  seventeenth  century— comparative  mortality  of  natural 
and  inoculated  disease — inoculation  for  small-pox  relatively  dimi¬ 
nished,  but  actually  increased  the  number  of  deaths — vaccination 
introduced  1798 — its  protecting  power  proved — cases  of  failure 
similar  to  what  occur  after  small-pox  itself — variety  of  eruptions 
which  have  affected  those  who  have  had  small-pox — various  erup¬ 
tive  diseases  succeeding  vaccination  in  like  manner — small  pox 
taken  a  second  time,  and  sometimes  been  fatal — small-pox  baa  also 
sometimes  followed  vaccination — the  security  derived  from  vacci¬ 
nation  exactly  the  same  as  that  derived  from  small- pox  itself — but^ 
small-pox  is  always  dangerous  and  often  fatal,  whereas  cow-pox 
is  entirely  free  from  danger — ^the  conclusion  from  these  premises 
decisive,  and  that  alone  in  which  the  public  is  interested — some 
discordant  opinions  on  minor  topics  among  medical  men — im¬ 
provement  of  the  prevalent  alarm  to  extend  and  confirm  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  vaccination. 

Art.  IV.  Moore’s  Sacred  Songs.  P.  41 — 47- 
Change  of  spirit  in  Mr.  Moore  hailed— commendation  of  his  sincerity 
and  genius — his  habits  not  quite  formed  to  his  new  character- 
some  faultiness  in  these  pieces,  greatly  arising  from  their  specific 
form  and  object — two  examples  in  proof — the  two  poems  thought 
the  best  probably  not  most  esteemed  by  the  author— other  two 
very  beautiful,  but  not  quite  so  pure — one  thought  likely  to  be*  a 
general  favourite — take  leave  of  Mr.  Moore  with  respect  and  good 
wishes. 

Art.  V.  General  Gourgaud’s  Campaign  of\%\5.  P.  48 — 70. 
The  General  a  devotee  of  Bonaparte— the  first  French  officer  turned 
author — his  advantages  on  this  occasion — his  statement  of  relative 
forces— details  different  schemes  considered  by  Bonaparte— va¬ 
rious  operations,  and  reasons  for  them,  from  May  to  the  day  of 
Waterloo— remarks  on  his  statements  respecting  that  battle— in¬ 
stances  of  British  heroism- the  General’s  opinion  of  Bonaparte’s 
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plans  and  nmdition  after  the  battle  considered— exact  amount  of 
allies  at  Waterloo  ascertained — French  decidedly  more  numerous- 
usual  mode  of  exciting  French  troops  accounts  for  their  successes 
and  their  defeats— superiority  of  British  silence  over  French 
noise — futurity  confidently  appealed  to,  as  to  the  consequences  of 
this  campaign  on  the  state  of  Eurtqte. 

Art.  VI.  Skinner’s  Annals  of  Scottish  Episcopacy.  P.  70—83. 
Presbyterians  and  Episcopalians  misrepresent  each  other — excellent 
behaviour  of  Ejtiscopalians  under  severe  sufferings — subjected  to 
excessive  grievances  and  most  iniquitous  disabilities— «fiects  of 
such  persecution  in  exciting  the  zeal  of  Bishop  Skinner,  afterwards' 
so  successful  in  serving  his  churdi— death  of  Prince  Charles  im¬ 
portant  to  the  Episcopalians— they  apply  to  Parliament  for  relief, 

-  and  are  supported— Thurlow  their  greatest  opponent — Horsley  ' 
their  most  able  advocate— they  attain  their  object— their  next  con¬ 
cern,  to  form  a  union  with  English  Episcopalians  resident  in  Scot¬ 
land,  whidi  is  at  last  effected — their  present  prosperity  ought  not 
to  alarm  the  Church  of  Scotland— general  opinion  respecting  the 
work. 

Art.  VII.— Anaya’s  Euay  on  Spanish  IMerature.  P.  84—94. 
Enthusiasm  about  every  thing  Spanish  prevalent  a  few  years  ago, 

'  now  declining — this  work  merely  intr^uctory,  and  very  incom¬ 
plete— Mr.  A.  divides  his  historical  sketch  injudiciously — gives  a 
fanciful  account  of  the  formation  of  the  language,  and  shews  his 
credulity— his  list  of  authors  imperfect — Spain  excels  in  old  chro¬ 
nicles — some  account  of  Mariana— obstacles  to  the  general  interest 
of  the  early  history  of  Spain— one  short  period  excepted— charac¬ 
ter  of  Mendoza  as  an  historian — remarks  on  Cervantes — a  singular 
'  work  of  Grecian  noticed— Mr.  A.  excludes  Portuguese  authors. 

Art.  VIII.— Brown’s  Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  John  Howard. 
P.95— loy. 

A  character  like  Howard’s  an  object  of  the  highest  admiration— Mr. 
Brown’s  work  a  just  tribute  to  his  superlative  excellencies— other 
nations  may  boast  of  illustrious  men,  Britain  alone  has  had  a  How¬ 
ard — an  account  of  his  life  and  labours  and  death— estimate  of  his 
peculiar  features— Burke's  eulogium. 

Art.  IX.— Hobhouse’s  Historical  Illustrations.  P;  110 — 118. 
Manoeuvering  of  authors,  reviewers,  and  booksellers — character  of 
Mr.  Hobhouse  and  his  writings — nature  and  contents  of  this  work 
—degrees  of  national  respect  to  great  men— imprironment  of  Tasso 
explained — anecdotes  of  Alfieri — Mr.  Hobhouse’s  excellent  descrip¬ 
tion  of  approach  to  Rome— his  exposure  of  errors  as  to  the  walls  of 
that  city— Hannibal  and  Napoleon,  two  magistrates  there  in  1221— 
pious  whipjnngs,  or  flagellation  variously  described — state  of  reli¬ 
gion  in  Rome — alleged  discovery  at  Albano— the  letters  of  Tasso 
transcribed  by  Mr.  Hobhouse  of  little  interest— commendation  of 
work  and  author.  • 
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NUMBER  FOR  FEBRUARY. 

Abt.  l.'—Jaxiine’n  PUlon^ical  Edticaiim.  P.  119—141. 

Reviewer  does  not  concur  in  the  prevalent  anticipations  respecting 
schemes  of  education— opinion  given  as  to  the  common  basis  of  li¬ 
terary  reputatkm— ^jeet  of  Mr.  Jardine's  work  to  unfold  his  own 
system  of  education— great  merit  of  Mr.  Jardine,  whatever  be  the 
character  of  his  book-historical  account  of  Scots  professors  shews 
Mr.  Jardine’s  system  not  to  be  original— division  of  Mr.  Jardine’s 
work— prosnresa  of  Aristotle’s  phil^phy— presumption  and  great 
merits  of  Peter  Ramus,  its  moat  active  opponent — reform  in  the 
mode  of  teaching  philosophy,  introduced  into  college  of  Glasgow 
1727— extended  by  various  causes  till  the  time  of  Mr.  Jardine,  who 
labours  at  still  further  improvement — leading  objects  of  his  system, 
and  his  views  of  various  ports  of  intellectual  science— all  bis  coun¬ 
sels  and  ideas  not  approved  ot^— comparison  of  lectures  with  extem¬ 
poraneous  speaking— Mr.  Jardine’s  contrivances  for  exercising  the 
faculties— objections  to  part  of  his  discipline,  and  to  the  practice  of 
essay-writing— different  plans  of  treatment  required  for  different 
minds — balanced  opinion  pronounced  on  Mr.  Jardine  as  an  author 
_his  mode  of  teaching  conceived  to  be  of  partial,  and,  by  no  means, 
superlative  value— this  production  alu^^her  deserving  of  re¬ 
spectful  considriution,  but  mainly  defective,  as  not  sufficiently 
guarding  against  prevalent  error  and  prejudice. 

Art.  II.— Core’s  Memoirs  of  Marlborough.  P.  141 — \15. 

Rtriking  contrasts  in  the  character  and  fortune  of  Marlborough— all 
previous  accounts  of  his  life  imperfect — advantages  and  experience 
of  Mr.  Coxe— bave  not  profited  him  so  much  as  could  have  been 
expected — some  account  of  Marlborough's  early  life— instance  of 
his  precocious  avarice — narrative  of  Marlborouj^’s  life  and  actions 
continues,  with  sundry  reprehensions  of  Mr.  Core’s  gross  partiality, 
excessive  courtliness,  careless  omissions,  and  bungling  ajMlogies— 
curious  interview  of  Marlborough  with  James  Il.cjuoted — dishonour¬ 
able  conduct  of  Marlborough  pointed  out— his  transactions  and 
treachery  under  King  William’s  reign — Princess  Anne  and  Dudiess 
of  Marlborough’s  cwal  against  that  prince — disgraceful  epithets 
used  by  the  former — Marlborough’s  arrest  greatly  affects  her— bis 
shameful  double-dealing  with  James  and  WiUiam— prudent  con¬ 
duct  of  the  latter— Marlborough  restored  to  honours,  and  his  friend 
Godolphin  to  power— glorious  career  of  Marlborough  under  Queen 
Anne— death  of  his  only  son — his  extreme  unhappiness,  from  dis¬ 
sensions  in  the  cabinet,  and  the  intrigues  of  his  wife — Mr.  Coxe’s 
great  merit  in  his  military  details— interesting  journal  of  campaigns 
by  Hare  the  Duke’s  chaplain— Marlborough’s  short  note  after  the 
victory  at  Blenheim — his  generosity' to  the  Eleepress  of  Bavyia — 
scheme  oppo^  by  Dutch  stupidity— Grumbkow's  curious  picture 
of  Charles  XII.— Mr.  Coxe  expected  soon  to  finish  bis  work. 

Art.  III.— Britt’s  Travels  in  Lower  Hungary.  P.  175 — 203. 

General  commendation  of  the  work  and  author— the  first  chapter  most 
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amusing — assemblage  at  the  Kedoute  described— various  royal  and 
common  amusements  noticed — ceremonies  of  religion  specified — 
— second  chapter  gives  account  of  the  various  collections,  institu¬ 
tions,  and  establishments  at  Vienna,  several  of  which  are  particu* 
larized — laudable  means  used  to  promote  manufactures — ^the  au¬ 
thor's  route  described— condition  of  the  Hungarian  peasants  stated 
—description  of  Pesth — curious  police  regulations  as  to  fire — his¬ 
torical  and  political  remarks  respecting  religious  parties  in  Hunga¬ 
ry — observable  differences  between  Hungary  and  Styria— Grata  de¬ 
scribed — Dr.  Bright  always  hospitably  received — his  opinion  of  the 
character  and  capabilities  of  Hungary— its  attachment  to  Austria 
conceived  a  prejudice — sundry  particulars  respecting  the  gypsies— 
a  few  suggestions  to  the  author— part  with  him  respectfully. 

Art.  IV. — Fearon's  Sketches  of  America.  P.  203—218. 

Mr.  Fearon  a  lover  of  the  American  republic,  but  a  candid  and  a 
sensible  man — consequence  of  this  combination  in  the  character 
of  his  book — desirous  of  being  pleased,  but  interested  to  know  the 
truth — agreement  and  difference  between  him  and  Mr.  Birkbeck — 
narrative  of  Mr.  Fearon’s  progress,  and  description  of  sundry  ob¬ 
jects  seen  by  him — slavery  of  blacks  and  whites  in  the  United 
States — characteristic  dialogue — state  of  manners  in  America  not 
attractive — gambling  conjoined  with  politics,  morality,  and  religion 
— very  scanty  literature — Mr.  Fearon  sneers  at  the  administration 
of  the  different  states — electioneering  tactics — bribery  and  corrup¬ 
tion  rife— Mr.  Fearon  too  severe — absurdity  of  the  idea  that  the 
people  are  unworthy  of  their'govemment— recommendation  of  the 
work  to  intending  emigrants — not  strange  that  United  States  peo¬ 
ple  emigrate  to  Canada — but  strange  that  Britons  prefer  the  Unit¬ 
ed  States — information  would  prevent  this  blunder. 

Art.  V.— Marsan’s  Answer  to  PUlel.  P.' 219— 229. 

Real  grandeur  in  the  British  people — public  mind  among  them  unri¬ 
valled,  all-effective,  and  ever  emerging  from  calamities — transition 
from  this  glorious  object  to  a  wretched  slanderer,  to  General  Pil- 
Ict! — his  calumnies  well  received  in  France,  and  why — England 
would  not  find  him  an  opponent — his  countryman  voluntarily  en¬ 
ters  the  lists — character  ^  the  two  knights— specimen  of  the  fight, 
the  turnips  and  carrots  attacked  and  defended  ! — the  general  stum¬ 
bles  on  a  horse’s  bones ! — he  is  run  down  among  the  prisoners ! — 
thousands  of  ghosts  called  up  in  his  defence  ! — hand  to  hand  com¬ 
bat — the  poor  general,  quite  cut  up,  vanishes  ! — the  victorious  Mar- 
san  a  very  simple  man — congratulation  on  the  demolition  and  scat¬ 
tering  of  such  beings  as  Pillet. 

Art.  VI.— Chalmers’  Sermon  for  the  Hibernian  Society. 

P.  230—^238. 

Character  of  Dr.  Chalmers  gives  importance  to  his  productions— pre¬ 
sent  performance  as  careless  as  any  of  them,  but  as  useful — some 
account  of  the  Society— its  ol'ject  what,  and  how  aided  by  Dr. 
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Chalmers — his  text  ui^ed  against  evil-speaking,  and  to  recommend 
self-examination-advantages  of  this  last  practice — particularly  re¬ 
quisite  on  this  occasion — Protestants  knowing  their  own  i<tults  will 
be  induced  to  exercise  moderation  and  affection  in  pointing  out  er¬ 
rors  in  Roman  Catholics — various  instances  of  similarity  between 
them — application  of  the  argument  to  the  labours  of  the  Society- 
clamorous  objections  to  this  discourse  shown  to  be  unfounded — its 
only  bearing  on  the  Catholic  question  is  its  inculcating  the  propri¬ 
ety  of  dispassionate  inquiry,  and  its  tendency  to  obviate  the  causes 
of  erroneous  judgment — universal  applicability  and  paramount  au¬ 
thority  of  the  text— Dr.  Chalmers’  condudmg  eulogium  of  the 
Irish. 

NUMBER  FOR  MARCH. 

Art.  I. — Chalmers’  Life  <f  Queen  Mary.  P.  239—260. 

Interest  respecting  Mary  not  ceased — parties  against  and  for  her— 
qualifications  required  in  her  biographer— character  and  prejudices 
of  present  author  unhappy— opinion  entertained  of  his  work  as  a 
literary  production  not  high — view  given  of  some  of  its  peculiari¬ 
ties  to  confirm  that  opinion — hasty  and  haaardous  decision  of  Mr. 
Chalmers  respecting  Mary’s  education — malignity  of  Mr.  Chalmers 
towards  the  reformers — he  resolutely  opposes  truth  as  to  the  con¬ 
cessions  of  the  Guise  family — his  unrelenting  and  absurd  hatred  of 
Murray  a  key  to  much  of  his  work — some  interesting  particulars 
concerning  Mary — total  failure  of  Mr.  Chalmers  in  a  charge  on 
Murray — injudicious  conduct  of  that  nobleman  as  to  Mary’s  mar¬ 
riage — afiair  of  Rizzio — more  plotting  of  Murray  according  to  Mr. 
Chalmers— reiterated  accusation  of  Murray  as  to  Damley's  mur¬ 
der,  shown  to  be  utterly  groundless  and  improbable — Mr.  Chal¬ 
mers  labours  without  effect  to  clear  Mary’s  conduct  towards  the 
murderer  Bothwell — her  resignation  of  the  crown  strangely  de¬ 
scribed — Mr.  Chalmers  commended  for  information  and  sentiment 
respecting  Elizabeth’s  behaviour  to  Mary — his  work  abounds  in 
misrepresentations  and  bad  logic— qualified ,  perusal  of  it  recom¬ 
mended. 

Art.  II. — Oh  Uie  Puntshmenl  of  Forgery.  P.  260 — 276. 

Difficulties  and  contradictory  opinions  concerning  penal  jurispru¬ 
dence — idea  of  the  author  as  to  the  punishment  of  death,  applied 
to  the  case  of  forgery,  and  supported  by  reference  to  Jewish  law — 
inconsistency  and  strange  consequences  of  that  appeal — binding 
authority  of  Jewish  code  as  a  whole  abandoned,  but  recourse  to  it 
for  secondary  purposes  advised — question  stated  as  to  the  time  and 
necessity  for  the  uUimitm  tupplicium — application  of  the  arguments 
adduced  to  the  case  of  forgery — ^that  crime  admitted  ex  gratia  to 
be  merely  /Ae/l— but  theft  how  aggravated  ! — its  mischiefs  and  ex¬ 
tension,  its  facility  of  commission  and  profitable  nature — various 
facts  mentioned— opinion  given  as  to  what  may  be  the  proper  pu¬ 
nishment  of  such  a  crime— but  the  gentler  means  ought  to  be  tried 
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—legislature  exhorted  aud  counselled — coesraendation  of  author’s 
'  sincerity  and  object,  but  disagreement  as  to  means  for  accomplish¬ 
ing  the  end  in  view. 

Art.  Ill— Mrs.  Opie’s  New  Tales.  P.  276—295. 
Precariousness  and  fleeting  nature  of  talents— character  of  Mrs. 

Opie— contents  of  present  volumes — story  of  Mrs.  Arlington  ana- 
■  lysed  and  appreciat^— second  story  slurr^  over — story  of  “  White 
ILies”  particularly  noticed—**  Henry  Woodville”  in  Mrs.  Opie’s 
favourite  style — **  Quaker  and  Young  Man  of  the  World”  favour¬ 
ably  mentioned—**  Tale  of  Trials,”  a  compound  of  excellencies  and 
faults—**  The  Confessions  of  an  Odd-Tempered  Man”  very  pro¬ 
voking— “  The  Ruffian  Boy”  occasions  much  interest—**  The 
Welcome  Home”  very  homely— critique  dn  Mrs.  Opie's  general 
beauties  and  defects  as  a  writer  of  fiction— relative  inferiority  of 
the  **  New  Tales.” 

Art.  IV.  Abuses  of  Irish  Chartered  Schools.  P.  895 — Sll. 
Importance  of  education  to  the  condition  of  mankind— restricted  ob¬ 
ject  of  the  present  inquiry— merit  of  Robert  Steven,  Esq.— origin 
and  progress  of  plan  for  encouraging  protestant  schools  in  Ireland — 
governors  of  them  become  pensioners  of  Parliament — their  effront¬ 
ery  and  mal-administration— Howard  exposes  them— wretched 
condition  of  scholars — gross  inconsistency  of  Irish  House  of  Com¬ 
mons-Imperial  Parliament  reprehensibly  profuse  and  indulgent 
towards  the  managers — immense  monies  remain  to  be  accounted 
for  by  them— a  call  on  them  for  explanation — alleged  immoralities 
require  investigation— much  exertion,  parliamentary  and  individu¬ 
al,  needed  for  the  welfare  of  Ireland—**  Hibernian  Society”  recom¬ 
mended  to  support — ^two  replies  to  the  present  work  notic^. 

Art.  V.  On  Ike  Treatment  of  the  Poisoned.  P.  SI  2 — 320. 
Object  and  method  of  the  work  explained— condensed  practical  di¬ 
rections  deduced  from  it— qualifier  commendation. 

Art.  VI.  Lives  of  Haydn  and  Mosarl.  P.  S2 1—340. 

What  sentiments  due  to  such  men— strictures  on  the  book  and  author 
for  tedious  disquisitions,  disjointed  narrative,  excessive  admiration, 
erroneous  ideas,  unfounded  ascriptions,  an  absurd  anal(^,  a  gross 
anachronism,  and  unjust  partiality — only  one  style  for  the  best  mu¬ 
sical  compositions — comparative  intelligibility  of  classical  compos¬ 
ers  accounted  for — narrative  of  Haydn’s  life,  and  historical  notices 
of  his  productions — the  author  corrected  as  to  Haydn’s  last  works 
—estimate  of  the  excellencies  of  Haydn — resemblance  of  music  and 
poetry,  and  parallels  in  the  masters  of  them- notices  of  k^bzart’s 
life — remarks  on  his  merits  and  works— imitative  capability  of 
music  maintained— opinion  on  the  state  of  music  in  Italy. 

Art.  VII.  Knight’s  Theory  of  the  Earth.  P.  340— 356. 

This,  the  precursor  and  abridgment  oS  a  larger  work,  is  hasty,  imme« 
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thodtcal,  and  inflated  with  hvpathcaea — Dr.  Knigbt  leans  to  the 
Huttonians,  but  will  not  be  relished  by  them — the  sense  in  which 
his  theory  is  Mew->reTiewer's  riew  of  his  svstem — strictures  and 
objections— extracts  to  shew  the  system  is  fairly  represented — se¬ 
veral  dedsive  reasons  given  for  utterly  discarding  some  of  its  lead¬ 
ing  principles,  besides  the  fact  of  its  being  liable  to  the  chief  dif¬ 
ficulties  attendant  on  the  HutUmian  theory— several  subordinate 
'  statements  oi  Dr.  Knight’s  erroneous— his  good  sense  where  be  ad¬ 
heres  to  known  principles— hb  book  presents  little  that  is  new, 
but  much  that  is  conjectural. 


NUMBER  FOR  APRIL. 

Abt.  I.  Drake’s  Shahspeare  and  his  Timet.  P.  257—383. 

Error  respecting  the  dark,  ages  corrected— K»nsequenoes  of  Constan¬ 
tine's  measures  as  to  IHerature— extension  and  originality  ctf  mind 
in  the  remote  nations  of  the  empire — changes  on  the  drama— scenic 
representations  soon  intnxluc^  into  Britain  —  analysis  of  Dr. 
Drake’s  work— general  character  of  it — Dr.  Drake’s  indiscriminate 
admiration— critique  on  the  merits  of  Shakspeare — as  to  his  my¬ 
thological  inventions — and  his  improvement  of  the  drami^-the  r^ 
crxcel^ce  of  Shakspeare  what— historical  notions  of  stage  mat¬ 
ters — Dr.  Drake  scanty  in  information  respecting  the  early  history 
of  the  British  stage — remarks  on  plays  suppositiously  ascribed  to 
Shakspeare — Dr.  -Drake  very  tender  on  faults  of  Shakspeare— 
Voltaire’s  critique  on  Hamlet — analysis  of  Edtvard  III.  with  ex¬ 
tracts— conjecture  as  to  Shakspeare  being  the  author  both  of 
it  and  the  Merry  Devil  Edmonton— u  chapter  on  ecclesiastical 

customs  of  Shakspeare’s  time,  a  desideratum  in  Dr.  Drake’s 
work. 

Art.  II.  Benger’s  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Hamilton.  P.  S83 — 395. 

Common  disappointment  as  to  characters  of  authors— Mrs.  Hamilton 
an  exception— opinion  of  Miss  Benger’s  work— condensed  account 
of  Mrs.  Hamilton,  illustrated  with  extracts  and  observations  ;  also 
notices  respecting  her  publications— remarks  on  the  pieces  added 
to  the  memoirs— estimate  of  Mrs.  Hamilton’s  literary  and  person¬ 
al  character — concluding  compliments  on  Miss  Benger. 

Art.  III.  Cornwall  Geological  Society  Transactions.  P.  395—411. 

Profitable  excitement  of  philosophical  controversy— this  volume  the 
first  fruits  of  a  new  society— specification  of  its  contents— recent 
formation  of  sandstone  in  ComwaU— descriptive  notices  of  sundry 
geological  phenomena,  and  particulars  of  mines  hi  that  county, 
from  various  papers— connexion  of  geological  structure  with  agri¬ 
cultural  economy  of  Cornwall  shewn— hutory  of  introduction  of 
steam  engine  into  South  America— various  papers  referred  to— ge¬ 
neral  commendation  of  the  authors. 
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t  Art.  IV,  Principia  Hebraica.  P.  412 — 418. 

Caveat  a^ifainst  aIanii->-claims  of  Old  Testament  Scriptures  stated- 
value  of  Hebrew  shewn  generally  and  specifically — approbation  of 
the  design  of  the  work — objection  to  the  plan — its  twofold  division 
— two  ways  of  reading  Hebrew— opinion  given  as  to  conduct  of 
their  advocates— unhappiness  of  an  attempt  to  unite  both — gramma¬ 
tical  analysis  here  given  maintained  to  be  injudicious — habit  of 
reading  scripture  without  attention  to  meaning  reprehended— ad¬ 
vice  as  to  the  study  of  Hebrew. 

Art.  V.  Carey’s  Mercantile  Arithmetic.  P.  418—427. 

Origin  and  progress  of  public  funds  or  stocks— redeemable  and  irre¬ 
deemable  debt  distinguished — operations  on  the  stocks  described — 
funded  and  unfunded  debt  what — government  annuities  enumerated 
—stocks  of  public  companies  specified — account  of  marine  insurance 
—definition  of  overoges- qualified  commendation  of  the  work. 

Art.  VI.  Rogers’  Human  Life.  P.  427 — 434. 

Mr.  Rogers’  poetical  fellowship  with  Lord  Byron — its  effects  on  his 
muse  unhappy — Mr.  Rogers  was  able  to  be,  and  ought  to  have  been, 
independent — favourable  anticipations  of  his  new  work  in  spite  of 
its  subject— disappointment — of  what  kind  and  degree,  and  how 
accounted  for — critique  and  specimens. 

Art.  VII.  Bristed’s  America  and  her  Resources,  P.  435—447. 

Consequences  of  America  in  every  point  of  view — travellers  in  it 
classified — the  work  analysed — territorial  aspect — population  and 
extent — commerce — agriculture  and  manufactures — steam-engine 
personified — finances  and  expenditure — government  and  policy — 
literature  and  education — manners  and  morals — predictions  of  Eng¬ 
land’s  downfal. 

Art.  VIII.  Carlisle  on  Endorved  Grammar  Schools.  P.  447—459* 

Necessity  for  investigating  their  state — influenced  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee — industry  and  si  ccess  of  Mr.  Carlisle — object  of  his  inqui¬ 
ries  stated — nature  of  his  work — critical  remarks  on  some  of  its  in¬ 
cidental  contents— catalogue  of  abuses  in  schools  arranged  in  al¬ 
phabetical  order  of  the  counties  in  which  they  exist — this  article 
preparatory. 

Art.  IX.  Dr.  King’s  Anecdotes.  P.  460—478. 

Opinion  of  the  work — editor’s  bic^aphical  notice  of  Dr.  King  very 
scanty — reviewer’s  censure  of  Dr.  King  supported  by  reference  to 
his  own  assertions,  and  to  Nichul’s  literary  anecdotes — contents  of 
the  work  generally  stated — reflections  on  power  of  the  Stuarts — 
disgusting  account  of  the  Pretender — anecdote^ of  Charles  II.  and 
Oliver  Cromwell — of  Colonel  Cecil  and  Sir  R5bert  Walpole — mor¬ 
tifying  fate  of  Pultney — remarks  on  Walpole— on  Lord  Gower- 
on  Duke  of  Wharton — Bishop  Atterbury’s  presence  of  mind  twice 
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exeniplified — a  failing  of  Pope  and  Swift— a  fatal  and  a  ridiculoua 
quarrel — liberality  of  Bishops  Burnet  and  Butler. 

NUMBER  FOR  MAY. 

Art.  I.  Nouveau  Diciionnaire  tt Hutoire  Naiurelle.  P.  489~506. 

Reference  to  first  edition  of  the  work — allusion  to  the  editor.  Dr. 
Virey — account  of  introductory  essay— -its  bombast 'and  inconsist¬ 
encies — editor’s  notions  of  .double  and  single  life,  and  degrees  of  in¬ 
tellect-vulgar  depreciation  of  the  domestic  pig  erroneous — re¬ 
marks  on  organized  bodiee — on  degeneration  of  animals — on  the  ele¬ 
phant — on  sundry  artificial  subjects — qualified  commendation  of 
some  articles  by  the  editor — contributors  and  contributions  to  the 
work  enumerated,  with  occasional  observations — ^general  opinion  of 
the  work. 

Art.  II.  Hackett’s  Expedition  to  South  American  Patriots, 

P.  507— 52S. 

Nature  of  the  work  sta’.ed — its  veracity  maintained — progress  of  the 
insurrectionary  war — account  of  the  author,  and  the  army  to 
which  he  attaches  himself — their  operations — their  misfortunes — 
expedition  totally  fails — character  of  the  contest  shewn — shocking 
barbarity  and  pillaging — unfavourable  statements  restricted — 
doubtful  opinion  as  to  the  end  of  the  war. 

Art.  III.  Historic  Doubts  relative  to  Napoleon  Buonaparte. 

P.  523—530. 

Design  and  execution  of  work  highly  praised — application  of  sceptical 
principles  to  history  of  Buonaparte — doubt-exciting  circumstances 
mentioned — inference  from  them  enforced — specimens— defence  of 
a  specific  parodp — recapitulation  and  recommendation. 

Art.  IV.  The  Fast  of  St.  Magdalen.  P.  531 — 537. 

Danger  of  modern  romance-writers — notice  of  Miss  Porter — outline 
of  the  story — general  opinion  and  extract. 

Art.  V.  Gentz  on  the  Liberty  of  the  Press.  P.  538—558. 

Sentiments  respecting  the  author  and  his  former  productions  con¬ 
trasted,  with  impressions  made  by  the  present  work — it  is  erro¬ 
neous  and  sophistical — he  attacks  unlicensed  printing  generally — 
that  of  Britain  specially — plan  and  object  of  the  work  noticed — its 
principles  and  statements  exposed  and  refuted — fervent  conclusion 
for  our  legal  liberty. 

Art.  V'^I.  Hill’s  Ancient  Greece.  P.  559 — 565. 

Character  and  utility  of  the  work — some  of  its  parts  specifically  no¬ 
ticed,  with  observations — picture  of  the  heroic  ages — remarks  on 
oracle  at  Delphi — Eleusinian  mysteries  treated  of — effects  of  Olym¬ 
pic  games — cursory  glance  at  several  essays,  with  critical  reflec¬ 
tions — recommendation  of  the  work. 
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Abt.  VII.  Aniar.  P.  566—577. 

Arabian  language  contains  treasures— this  translation  of  a  romance 
an  earnest  of  what  may  be  expected  from  it — Antar  considered  in 
two  lights— manners  and  opinions  of  Arabians  described,  with  spe¬ 
cimens— analysis  of  the  plot,  with  specimens-^judgment  as  to  the 
translation. 

Abt.  Vlil.  Inquiry  into  Schools  and  Charitable  Endowments. 

P.  578-^17. 

Object  of  Education  Committee  stated — general  inquiir  into  concerns 
related  thereto,  approved— extension  dt  inquiry  and  assumption  of 
powers  condemned — sentiments  and  views  of  Mr.  Brought  cen¬ 
sured — his  complaints  investinted,  with  remarks  on  the  probable 
consequences  of  hh  intended  measures,  and  the  propriety  of  op¬ 
posing  them — statement  of  some  facts  respecting  the  appointment 
of  commissioners— hasty  and  unparliamentary  conduct  of  Mr. 
Brougham  reprehended — mischievous  effect  of  his  interference  in¬ 
stanced — defence  of  Dr.  Ireland— conclusion  as  to  the  public  opi¬ 
nion  on  the  subject  of  the  article. 

Art.  IX.  The  Vampire.  P.  618— 6S0. 

An  imposition  detected— account  and  condemnation  of  the  work,- 
with  specimen. 

NUMBER  FOR  JUNE. 

Art.  I.  Recent  Improvements  in  Chemistry.  P.  625—642. 

Merits  of  modem  chemists  stated— Dr.  Murray  commended — general 
account  of  the  works  noticed— specification  and  elucidation  of  im¬ 
provements — doctrine  of  definite  proportions  considered,  with  opi¬ 
nions  as  to  the  mode  of  studying  chemistry — inquiries  as  to  mu¬ 
riatic  add  and  chlorine— theory  respecting  efficiency  of  hydrogen 
—analysis  of  mineral  waters — the  characteristic  features  of  Dr. 
Murray  appreciated. 

Art.  II.  Curwen’s  Letters  on  Ireland.  P.  643 — 654. 

General  opinion  of  the  work  favourable — author’s  tour  mentioned— 
character  of  Irish— general  description  of  cabins— ill  effects  of 
parties — Moravian  es^lishment— remarks  on  population— on  linen 
trade— on  observance  of  Sunday — liveliness  and  affection  of  the 

0)le — interesting  picture  of  a  cabin — what  is*  wanted  for  Ire- 
— bane  of  illidt  distillation— remarks  on  rents— Miss  Edge- 
worth  and  family  noticed— extract  on  lake  of  Killarney. 

Art.  III.  Lady  Morgan’s  Florence  Macarthy.  P.  655—662. 
Difficulty  of  reclaiming  the  author — avoid  the  task— laboured  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  novel— character  of  some  of  its  personages— 
—unfavourable  opinion  of  the  plot— O’Leary,  the  schoolmaster, 
introduced — critique  on  the  work,  and  on  the  author’s  principles, 
talents,  taste,  and  modesty.  • 
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Aet.  IV,  HUtory  of  Dublin.  P.  66i3f^77» 

Origio  and  progress  of  the  work  detailed— its  historical  introduction 
commended — Ist  chapter,  *'  Of  the  antiquities,  &c.  of  Dublin,”  no- 
tice^2d  chapter  to  the  6th,  **  treating  of  a  variety  of  subjects  re¬ 
specting  the  ancient  state  of  the  dty,”  cursorily  glanced  at— 7  th 
chapter,  '*  Of  the  interludes  and  plays  formerly  carried  on,**  ape- 
ciwy  mentioned,  with  eatracta-^th  chapter,  *'  Of  the  forces, 
musters,  &c.”  partly  noticed— chapter  9th  and  10th,  containing 
•*  Annals  of  Dublin,"  commented  on- 1 1th  chapter,  **  Fasti  Dul^ 
linienaes,”  and,  12th  chapter,  **  Annals  continued,”  characterised.— 
another  diviskm  of  the  work — allusions  to  ecclesiastical  history 
of  Dublin — remarks  on  modem  city— multiplicity  of  dram-shops 
lamented— population  calculated— St.  Patrick’s  Cathedral  nodora 
—parochial  churches— scanty  church-yards— custom-house  praised 
-particulars  respecting  Trinity  College— benevolent  institutions 
enumerated — parochial  schools  and  placet  of  worship  mentioned— 
short  references  to  various  other  t^ics— concluding  commenda¬ 
tion.  ' 

Aht.  V.  TraceU  in  the  Tyrol,  Sfc.  P.  678—680. 

Commendatory  notice  of  the  work— Tyrolian  peasantry  described— < 
constitutions,  &c.  of  the  Tyrolians  glanced  at— instance  of  pre¬ 
valent  superstition — Apollo  Belvidere  excessively  admired^di- 
gious  antipathy  and  veneration  exemplified. 

Art.  VI.  Law's  MemoriaUs,  by  Sharpe.  P.  681—707. 

Newspapers  and  diaries  characterised  and  compared— requisites  for 
the  latter— the  editor  known— his  talents  not  envied— his  jptriC 
censured— extract  from  Kirkton’s  work,  and  editor’s  note  respect¬ 
ing  Charles  I.— editor’s  ignorance  and  presumption  there  smwn 
—low  opinion  as  to  his  present  undertaking — general  character  of 
Mr.  Law  and  his  memorials — editor  ekes  out  the  volume  with 
shadowy  nothings— some  of  his  notes  scrudnised — nonsense  about 
Oliver  Cromwell — prophecies  about  restoration  of  Charles — LiDy'a 
predictions  and  influence  alluded  to — superfluous  seal  and  horror 
of  the  editor  about  the  Weirs — more  fooleries  of  the  editor  hinted 
at — opinions  and  laws  about  witchcraft  explored,  with  historical 
notices,  strictures,  and  references— Soots  not  so  ci^ulous  as  Eng¬ 
lish — Rees’  Cyclopaedia  prolongs  the  reign  of*  idle  fables— conclua« 
ing  warning. 

Art.  VII.  Morgan’s  Philosophy  f  life.  P.  708—726. 

Characteristic  of  the  time»— probable  nature  and  effects  of  prevailing 
knowledge— general  description  of  the  work — peculiar  sentiments 
of  the  author  criticised— chief  object  of  his  undertaking— analysis 
of  the  chief  contents,  with  extracts  and  animadversions— remarks 
on  the  literary  merits  of  the  work— opinion  hazarded  as  to  its 
value. 


xri  Analysis  of  Articles  contained  in  the  Jirst  Vtdume. 


Art.  VIII.  Voyage  of  Discovery  to  Baffn^s  Bay.  P.  726—746’. 

Prevalent  information  as  to  the  object  and  result  of  this  voyage — ac. 
count  of  the  Esquimaux — particulars  respecting  the  progress  of  this 
expedition— controversy  about  Lancaster  Sound  undecided— con« 
'  aideration  of  Capt.  Ross’s  opinions  and  conduct  somewhat  unfa* 
vourable  to  him — his  general  inferences  admitted,  and  why — what 
'  the  amount  of  discovery  stated — science  little  aided  by  this  expe* 
dition— subject  of  the  magnet  most  affected  by  it— Captain  Sa* 
*  bine's  - "  Remarks”  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of  Captain  Ross— 
—  the  contents  of  them  stated,  with  extracts — opinion  of  Madaurin  re* 
apecting  a  northern  passage  into  the  Pacific  quoted  with  approba* 
'  ■  tion. 


This  Analysis  may  be  found  useful,  as  presenting  in  a  small 
compass,  the  order,  contents,  principles  and  opinions  of  the  vari* 
ous  criticisms.  It  will  also  bear  to  lx  read  by  itself.  It  has,  there* 
fore,  something  else  than  mere  novelty  to  recommend  it ;  and  it  has 
been  judged  preferable  to  a  partial  index,  which  is  rarely  consulted, 
and  never  read. 


Amount  <f  Articles,  and  of  the  Boohs,  Pamphlets  or  Essays, 
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This  Monthly  Journal  is  intended  to  be  a  Review  in  the  stricter 
sense  of  the  word,  avoiding  all  disquisition  not  essentially  connected 
with  a  critical  examination  of  tlie  works  noticed,  and  at  the  s;»me  time 
giving  such  statements  of  their  contents  as  sludl  convey  a  clear  and 
decided  judgment  on  their  merits.  In  this  manner  it  is  hoped  that 
a  satisfactorj'  view  will  be  given  of  the  existing  state  of  Literature, 
Science,  and  the  Fine  Arts. 

It  is  not  intended  to  make  Politics  a  regular  topic  of  discussion ; 
but  as,  from  its  importance,  it  will  occasionally  demand  attention,  it 
.  will  be  treated,  when  it  does  occur,  in  a  spirit  of  kiyalty  and  patriot¬ 
ic,  with  a  jealous  and  steady  regard  to  the  just  authority  of  the  Ma¬ 
gistrate,  and  the  civil  rights  of  the  subject,  considered  as  reciprocal 
and  inseparable. 

With  respect  tp  Religion,  it  is  necessary  to  state,  that  whQst,  from 
a  firm  attachment  to  its  truth.s,  natural  and  revealed,  nothing  hostile 
to  its  interests  shall  be  allowed  to  vitiate  the  pages  of  this  work,  there 
is  DO  intention  of  giving  it  a  peculiar  prominency,  and  therefore  that 
reviews  of  publications  which  treat  of  it  will  proceed  on  the  consider¬ 
ation  of  their  literary  merits. 

The  Proprietors  of  this  Journal  submit  their  claim  to  the  public 
attention,  on  the  ground  of  the  strictly  critical  nature  of  their  plan 
in  the  prosecution  of  which  they  are  anxious  to  attain  the  honourable 
distinction  of  rendering  their  Publication  an  inviolate  tribunal  of  li¬ 
terary  equity. 


Each  Niunber  will  contain  at  least  seven  Sheets  of  Letter  Press. 
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